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RE-IMMERSION. 


Balivmore, July 10, 1835. 
Dear Brotuer Tuomas: 

I. The last number of the Advocate is before us, containing a 
letter addressed to the Church in Baltimore, and claims of us some 
attention’, as it contains matters of much interest to the saints and 
to the world. 

Il. We, with Christian candor, would notice that part of said 
letter referring to our manner of receiving members from the Bap- 
tist churches, and would acknowledge, in the first place, that the 
views you have taken of our manner in this respect 1s correct, if so 
be that their views of the Gospel, and induction into their former as- 
sociations, accorded with that described by you, as having taken 
place at Cape May, under the labors of Michael Quin. 

ill. But we look at this matter ina different light. Those whom 
we receive from the regular Baptist churches did on a former occa- 
sion believe the message of salvation as taught by their preachers, and 
having believed the truth, they, on their knowledge of the facts, were 
baptised “‘into the name of Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy 
Spirit.” ‘Therefore, we conclude (that although this profession was 
made in the way of experience) that their baptism was and is valid, 
and need not be repeated, although through the neglect, or perhaps 
the ignorance of their teachers, the profession was not at the time 
propounded tothem. This we dain order to satisfy ourselves of the 
ground on which they stand, and ask them to make to us the con- 
fession, not of a fact at that moment apprehended by them only, but 
of the fact, on which their whole Christian movements rested. So in 
this we do not, as we think, invert the order, but ascertain whether 
they are and were baptised on the knowledge of this capital fact, and& 
whether their seeking a place among us, is or is not, bottomed on 
the conviction, that we are, as a Church of God, built @m the foun- 
dation which God has laid in Zion, this being the bond of ourunion. 

IV. Again, we do not ask the question on the supposition that the 
truth has not been previously understood, but because it has not been 
propounded tothe individual. Wesupposs that before their immersion 
they knew the Lord, although they were, perhaps, unacquainted with 
the duty of publicly confessing with the mouth; and no doubt were 
ignorant of many of the duties, privileges, and blessings which be- 
longed to them in the new relation, which they had formed, with- 
out, no doubt, their being able to decide, to-their own satisfaction, 
whether the forgiveness of sins, through the favor of God, was ob- 
tained through faith, repentance, or baptism, or whether that bless- 

™ ing is conferred as the consequence of them all. 
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V. You ask us, “Is a Christian built on immersion or on the con- 
fession.” We answer, on neither of them singly, but in consequence 
of both, they are built on Jesus the Rock. The 3000 first confessed 
and were immersed, and then were added to those already on the 
foundation. We conceive this disposes of your second question, 

VI. Your third question is, ‘Is immersion unconnected with be- 
lief in the written testimony,” &c. We answer, that belief and im- 
mersion are both necessary, are both indispensable to the forgive- 
ness, and the application of the blood of Christ, to wash away sins. 

Vii. Your fourth question is, “Would the Church immerse a man 
first, and then proceed to convince him that Jesus is the Christ,” to 
which we answer, no. 

VILL. Your fifth question is, “If it be necessary to confess, why 
are they not required to be immersed again in order, &c.” to which we 
answer, that as we have not in the New Testament any information 
requiring re-immersion, we would rather run the risk of dispensing 
with a previous public profession, in the way referred to, than legis- 
late in this matter. 

IX. Your sixth question is, “Can the ordinances of the kingdom 
be administered by aliens, beyond the territory of the Great King,” 
&c. Our answer to this question must depend on fixing some data 
in order to know who should be considered an alien, and what are 
the boundaries of the territory. In order to understand the bounds 
of the latter we refer you and the reader, to M. Harbinger, 5 Vol. 
Extra, page 411, and so far as regard aliens, we would ask, if it 
should so happen that a person who has truly ‘believed, and con- 
scientiously obeyed the Gospel, by being baptised by one who should 
prove afterward by his wicked conduct to be an alien, what would 
you do in the premises? would you consider this disciple’s baptism in- 
valid because the administrator turned out a bad man? we think you 
would not—we have no doubt but there are many consistent mem- 
bers in the kingdom who have heard the word, believed, and were 
baptised by men, who are no ornaments to the cause, and likely 
should not have a place there. So with regard to those, who from 
among the Baptists, seek a place among us. We are less anxious 
to know the character of the baptiser than we are to know the mind 
of the applicant, and the ground on which they were baptised. More- 
over we dare not call every one who does not know and see matters 
as we now do, on the subject of confession and immersion aliens, 
else, peradventure, we might for the same good reason implicate our- 
selves for the greater length of time we have made a. profession. We 
knew less at that treme than we now do. We would also remark 
here, that perhaps not one half of the present number now in the 
reformation, had the question of faith on the Son of God, publicly 
propounded to them on the eve of their immersion, or understood that 
the forgiveness of sins was the special consequence of obeying. We 
would humbly ask, What you would do with such? would you call 
their immersion invalid? would you confine.valid baptism to those 
who have obeyed within the last few years? or, would you renew 
baptism on every additional accession of knowledge, which the Chris- 
tian attains to, and should attain to? 

X. Our anxiety is not so much as to who inlisted and attested, 
as it is to know, whether the person is a faithful subject of our King, 

ready to do all things which the King has commanded, and our con- 
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fidence will be in proportion to the fruit exhibited. This brings to 
our mind your application of Eph: v. 26, 27, where we understand 

ou to hint, that the Christian attains to the purity spoken of by Paul, 
Se his immersion, which is only the first step he has taken; we know 
that here he receives forgiveness of his past sins; yet we think that 
the sanctifying and cleansing referred to there, is the result of a 
faithful training in the Church*under the influence of the word and 
ordinances of the Lord, wisely appointed by himself for that pur- 
pose, by adding daily to their knowledge virtue, g-c. A matter, by 
the way, which is too seldom taught, and less attended to in the pre- 
sent reformation. 

XI. What is the reason that the majority of the churches, ¢ven 
under the eye of our Broiher, differs so little from the Baptist churches 
from which you would not receive members without re-immersion? 
We fear it is because the proclaimers are much fonder of recruiting 
and setting down the congregations to hear sermons, than they are 
of training, edifying, and building up the soldiers of the Great King, 
by placing before them regularly the institutions of his house, not 
only for their spiritual growth, but for the light of the world. 
If this had been properly attended to, we think one half of the con- 
versions made for the last ten years, would at this day have out- 
numbered the present reformation, in efficiency and force, to be 
wielded against the enemies of our Lord and his cause in the world. 

XII. It will not be asked in the great day of accounts, who en- 
listed you, or how much you knew of the blessing you were to en- 
joy, and of the bounty of the King at the time of your enlistment. 
It will be rather, have you been a good soldier all through, have you 
obeyed me at all costs, have you acknowledged me, defended. my 
cause in good and evil report, have you been kind to your feeble 
companions in their distresses after my example, have you, accord- 
ing to your opportunities and ability, taught them my will, and have 
you, by your counsel and your example, encouraged them to do it 
faithfully? 

XIII. If you would re-baptize every one who knows less of the 
“one faith, one Lord, and one baptism” than you now do, it might 
so happen (for who is perfect in knowledge) that some years hence, 
some disciples may excel your present knowledge, and call on you 
to submit a second time to immersion, and in this way, we would, 
instead of the one baptism, have every one who is diligent in acquir- 
ing knowledge, immersed every year. 

_ XIV. Thus, Dear Brother, we have noticed the matters in your 
letter, which we deemed most material. What we have said is ho- 
nestly said, and trust will be received by those in kindness for what 
they are worth, even by those who may differ with us. We would 
not willingly give offence to any one. We wish all who name the 
name of Jesus to regulate their course in all things by the Book— 
praying that you and the whole family of God may enjoy favor, 
mercy, and peace always. 
Yours, in the good hope, 
WituuM Carman, } Rulers of the 
Cuas. F'arquaarson, ~ Church in 
Huen Batt, Baltimore. 
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REMARKS. 

Our letter .to the Rulers of the Church in Baltimore, and their 
reply is now before our readers. They will be able to judge of the 
merits or demerits of both documents. For my own part | confess, 
that | remain unconvinced of the propriety; that is, of the scriptu- 
rality of the views contained in the rejoinder of our highly esteemed 
and beloved brethren who have subscribed the foregoing epistle. I 
shall, therefore, submit a few observations upon the subject, in the 
same fraternal spirit as they have exemplified. 

First, then, I cannot refrain from expressing great surprise at the 
declaration contained in the second paragraph of this letter, that 
they would only require a confession from such converts as Michael 
Quin’s. Indeed, from the whole of this document, I perceive that no 
case is supposed to exist, in which re-immersion would be required. 
J admit that confession and baptism are .used in scripture synony- 
mously, but for this simple and cogent reason, that no one was ever 
admitted to baptism who did not confess with his tongue that Jesus 
Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the Father. Phil. ii. 11. That 
confession and baptism are used interchangeably, I freely admit, for 
Paul says, “If you shall openly confess with your mouth, that Jesus 
is Lord, and believe with your heart, that God raised him from the 
dead, you shall be saved. Because with the heart man believes to 
justification; and with the mouth confession is made to salvation.” 
Rom. x.9. Now in this quotation baptism is not literally expressed; 
but, reverting to the commission, we know that the Apostles were 
commanded to announce belief and baptism for salvation or pardon; 
whatever variation of phraseology, therefore, we may meet with, 
being assured that they preached but one way of salvation, we are 
certain that the terms stand for one and the same thing, and that be- 
lieving with the heart, and confessing with the mouth, were, in the 
Apostles’ days, synonymous with believing and being baptised. But 
this*admission does not supersede the necessity of confessing with 
the tongue the Lord Jesus, it only places its importance in a stronger 
light. Now, in respect to Michael Quin’s converts, it would have 
been utterly impossible for them to have confessed that Jesus Christ is 
Lord, in the Apostolic sense—and why? Because they were ignorant 
of the testimony necessary to establish this truth. I grant, had they 
been asked if they believed it, they might have said yes; but in so 
doing they would have lied, for “no one can declare Jesus Lord, ex- 
cept by the Holy Spirit;” that is, except by a belief of the testimony 
given by the Holy Spirit to substantiate that truth. Remember that 
one of the very first principles contended for by us is that faith is 
the belief of testimony, and that without testimony there can be no faith. 
But what becomes of the principle, if we admit that Michael Quin’s 
novices were believers, seeing that the word of God had not been 
explained to them, no facts stated, nor any apostolic or prophetic tes- 
timony given tosustain them? It was impossible for them to believe 
in their hearts, that God had raised Jesus from the dead, without 
evidence of the fact. This fact is so astounding, that in apostolic 
times, even signs, wonders, divers miracles, and distributions of the 
Holy Spirit were exhibited for its confirmation. God knew that 
men would not believe, nay, could not credit such a proposition with- 
out the strongest testimony, therefore, he vouchsafed it, but now it 
appears that men can believe this same fact without any evidence 
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at all! We, however, affirm, without fear of confutation, that there 
are very few who say they believe it, have the least faith in it; for, if 
they did, they would produce fruits of a very different character to what 
they do. From these premises Michael’s converts are not believers, 
their immersion, therefore, is invalid; and a confession with the 
mouth now on their part without a re-immersion would leave them 
in the state of unbaptised persons. They would stand in the same 
relation to Jesus Christ as a lover to his Dulcinea—unmarried, and 
therefore, without right or title to any of the privileges, immunities, 
or blessings, consequent upon the matrimonial alliance. They may 
express great affection for Him, but they must be married to Him 
before their profession could or would be reciprocated. ‘To this it 
may be objected, however, that a person may be married to another 
without loving; they are, nevertheless married, and become mutually 
seised of each other’s goods, chattels and effects. This is true, and 
assuredly holds good among men; but no such marriage can take 
place validly between Christ and such a person. If a man be mar- 
ried to the Bridegroom from such selfish motives as these, he will 
find himself deceived when the day of reckoning comes. It must 
be an unfeigned belief in the attributes of the Lamb, working by 
love, that will alone succeed in putting an immersed person in pos- 
session of the estate, called the incorruptible inheritance. 

Our sovereign Lord the King is too generally regarded as a mere 
scape-goat from damnation, instead of the leader of many sons to 
glory. ‘The design of the religion of which he is the Alpha and 
Omega has been most egregiously mistaken. It was instituted for 
the purpose of taking from among the Gentiles a people for his name. 
Not by compulsion but willingly; so that as many as are disposed 
for eternal life may receive it on certain conditions. It offers eter- 
nal life to all that hear its invitations, and to none else. It is not 
addressed to idiots, infants, death-bed sinners, or the insane; it is 
offered to none who are not in a situation to understand and obey it. 
It is an intelligent affair—an affair of knowledge and obedience: it 
is an institution, first to purify the aspirants to immortality, and then 
to train them up as citizens of the Third Heaven or Paradise of 
God. Rev. xxi. 22. It sets forth the most bewitching inducements— 
the most seductive allurements, as motives to incite men to obey God 
from a principle of love. Hence, in all the proclamations of the good 
news recorded in the Sacred Writings, we find no effort made to 
terrify men into obedience, which, when resulting from fear, is the 
obedience of slaves and not of sons. On the contrary God is repre- 
sented as a God of love, full of philanthropy to our race, and deve- 
loping his beneficent plans for our eternal good. Mankind are na- 
turally mortal, and, but for God’s interposition, generation after ge- 
neration would have perished, and that forever. But “Jesus Christ 
has vanquished death, and brought life and incorruptibility to light 
by the Gospel,” so that a part of our animal race will be raised to 
the enjoyment of never-ending felicity according to the terms pre- 
sented. We say then, that none of those, to whom something called 
Gospel has been addressed, whose fears have been appealed to, and to 
whom salvation from hell has been preached, instead of immediate 
pardon, perfect and complete, and the joys of the eternal state—none 
of them, we say, if this be all they have heard, have ever been 
greeted with the glad tidings of great joy. The converts of such 
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preachers, are the blind led by the blind—they are the faithless professors 
of this age, immersed indeed, but who, unless they reform, and cordially 
and understandingly embrace the ancient faith, will never taste of those 
blessings which come by believing and being baptised, and persevering 
in well doing according to the principles of Apostolic truth. 

It is not “views of the Gospel,” but genuine fruits we look for, as 
evincing the nature of a professor’s faith. The fruits developed in Mi- 
chael Quin’s novices are spurious, their faith consequently is counterfeit; 
even therefore, if they confessed and were immersed, they would need 
first to be instructed in the way of the Lord, and immersed again, ere 
their Christianity would be preferable to that of the Patriarch of Con- 
stantinople. We proceed now to the third paragraph. 

Ill. We have seen that “the message of salvation as taught by their 
(the Baptists’) preachers” generally, is not the true message of God to 
man. ‘That the preachers stumble upon it sometimes we do not deny; 
but then it unfortunately happens, that what-they affirm to-day, they con- 
tradict to-morrow. If those, however, whom our brethren receive at 
Baltimore “believed the truth, and on a knowledge thereof were im- 
mersed” concerning them, indeed, there is no controversy between us. 
Certainly their immersion need not be repeated. But we would inquire, 
how many believers of ¢he truth are to be found among Baptist Churches 
at this era of the Apostacy? If we may judge of Maryland by Virgi- 
nia, I fear the number will be found to be very, very small. ‘“‘T’he igno- 
rance of their teachers” in the Scriptures is proverbial, and so is their 
own, by what means, therefore, are they to know the truth? He that 
shall believe and be baptized shall be saved—believe what, and what is it 
to be baptised? Ans. Believe without testimony that God has pardoned 
them or profess to have obtained a hope—and then a mere immersion in 
water “in the name of the Trinity!” This is the Gospel of the day, but 
not the Gospel of Christ—such a Gospel will save no man from sin. 

IV. Our brethren, “suppose that before their immersion the candidates 
for admission among them knew the Lord.” In such times as these, 
while we are laboring, too, to restore the ancient faith, should we rest in 
suppositions? Again, can a person who has heard the Gospel be igno- 
rant of the privileges, and blessings attached to it? The question is not 
if they can logically determine whether pardon comes through Faith, 
Repentance, or Baptism (though they ought to be able to say that it 
comes by the death of Jesus and is enjoyed by obedience to the faith)— 
the question is, can a person believe the Gospel and obey it, and not 
have a full and intelligent assurance of pardon? I answer, no. He that 
says he believes and is baptised, and yet doubts, is a sceptic and not a 
Christian. 

VIII. As an instance of re-immersion we refer to Acts xix. which, as 
-to the principle we contend for, is quite in point. Our argument is this, 
that the premises wpon which an immersion is predicated characterizes 
the immersion, and that if these premises do not harmonize with those laid 
down in the Scriptures of truth, the immersion is not Christian immer- 
sion or baptism. 'The twelve disciples of John were re-immersed for this 
very cause, because the immersion with which they had been baptised 
was predicated upon the prospective faith, that the Messiah was at hand, 
instead of upon the belief that he had come, that Jesus was that Messiah, 
that he had suffered death for our offences, and had been raised again for 
our justification. When they were re-immersed upon the right premises 
they could then receive the gifts of the Spirit, which they could not do 
before, as there was no such promise in connexion with John’s baptism. 
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The premises of the immersion of the Baptist denomination are, in al- 
most all cases unscriptural and antichristian. It immerses its disciples 
upon the declaration of falsehoods—thus a man will profess to have seen 
a bright light at mid-day, and to have heard a voice, saying “thy sins 
are forgiven thee.” Now, if this experience be true, the Scriptures must 
be false, for they teach, we must believe and he baptised for pardon; but 
if these be true, then the experience is false, and the man is immersed 
into a lie, in the name of the Father, &c. which is awful to reflect upon. 
Thousands have been immersed into this and similar lies; shall we say 
then, that a subsequent confession will render such an immersion a valid 
baptism? It may be Baptist baptism, but it is not Christian immersion. 
Such Baptists must be immersed on very different premises before they 
can rejoice in sins forgiven, or glory in the hope of eternal life. 

IX.. I see no difficulty in determining who are aliens. There are but 
two classes among mankind as related to the reign of heaven, these are 
citizens and aliens. All men must belong to the one or the other. Paul 
stiles himself and the Philippian brethren, ‘Citizens of Heaven;” all, 
therefore, who have not “confessed with the tongue, that Jesus is Lord 
to the glory of God the Father,” and ‘‘beiieved in their heart that He has 
raised him from the dead,” in the way they did, are not “fellow-citizens” 
with them, and therefore, aliens. To be fellow-citizens with Paul, we 
must have the same faith, confess the same Lord, be buried in the 
same immersion, and have the same hope as he. I imagine I hear some 
“charitable” reader exclaim, “how hard, how monstrously uncharitable; 
who then can be saved!” Let Jesus reply, “Many are called but few 
chosen” —‘‘Strait is the gate of life; narrow the way leading thither; and 
few are they who find it!”—‘By their fruits you shall discover them”— 
“Not every one who says to me, Master, Master, shall enter into the 
kingdom of heaven; but he that does the will of my Father who is in 
heaven.” 

As to the word territory in my sixth query, that is not strictly appli- 
cable to this dispensation; I ought rather to have said, beyond the limits 
of the assembly of the King. It would perhaps be better expressed by 
simply sayipg, “Can the ordinances of the kingdom be administered w 4 
aliens.” T'he reference to the Extra is not satisfactory. It is a hazard- 
ous affair to set one’s judgment in opposition to such a giant as our be- 
loved Bro. Campbell; but in this instance I cannot help it. He says, 
“The whole earth is the present territory of the kingdom of heaven”— 
but this is contrary to fact. China, India, the Mohammedan countries, 
Europe, Africa, and America are all the territorial and actual possessions 
of the ruler of the darkness of the world. Jesus does not possess a foot 
of land that owns his undisputed sway. He will possess all these coun- 
tries, but he will have to conquer them first; and ¢hen it will truly be said, 
“The earth is the Lord’s and the fulness thereof; the world and they that 
dwell therein,” ‘The 24th Psalm, of which this is a quotation, applies 
to the Lord’s triumphant entry into Jerusalem at his second advent; when 
they shall say, “Blessed is he that comes in the name of the Lord.” 

A person’s bad conduct subsequently to his naturalization does not 
make him an alien in the foregoing sense, though it will so disfranchize 
him that he will never enjoy eternal life, unless he reform. To put the 
 ocsam in a clearer light i oad say, Is the immersion of, or by an 

piscopalian, Presbyterian, or Methodist priest, upon their premises, a 
valid baptism? The questibn is put, because there are some persons 
among the “reformers” who were immersed into Methodism, &c. These 
certainly are not citizens, As a matter of right, these sectaries have no 
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more right to administer immersion, than an alien has to administer the 
laws of these States; and as a matter of reason, I should say there would 
be no more validity in such an administration, than there would if one 
alien were to pretend to naturalize another according to the forms of law 
made and provided for the purpose under the Constitution of the United 
States of America. The church is “the pillar and support of the truth;” 
she it is that delegates members of her own body to administer ordinances; 
if an alien may administer immersion, why may he not break the loaf 
and preside over the worship of the congregation? yea I admit 
that the administrator imparts no virtue to an ordinance, yet | am not so 
sure that he does not detract from it. Can an impure person administer 
a purifying institution? "When I abstract these premises from their con- 
sequent I see no difficulty, but when I ee them in relation to their 
consequences I am perplexed. Such is the horrible state of things su- 
perinduced by the apostacy. i Np 

Brethren, never mind implicating yourselves, if such an implication 
should result from the discovery, that for the greater length of time you 
have made a profession you have been in error. 1 would not confine 
valid immersion to those who have obeyed within the last few years, 
though I believe there are comparatively few that are valid; I will not 
judge this matter, I will leave it to Him who will do right. My efforts 
relate to my own generation; there is work enough in relation to this for 
me todo. My position in relation to knowledge has been mistaken. I 
do not suppose that a man is to have all knowledge of the Christian Re- 
ligion before he is immersed; if this were so, how could he add to his 
courage knowledge, &c.? But I do expect him to know the Gospel be- 
fore he can obey it, so as to be “renewed by knowledge.” No fear of 
annual immersions if the subject is properly baptised. I would re-bap- 
tize no one, though I would willingly re-immerse nine-tenths of the “‘re- 
formers” who have left the Baptists; provided, always, they presented 
themselves with a purer fruit-bearing and love-working faith than they 
had before. The reader must discriminate between being immersed in 
ignorance of the Gospel, and in ignorance of the knowledge of the CAris- 
tian Religion in all its parts. We contend for the re-immersion of the 
former, not of the latter. 

X. I differ from our beloved brethren in their view of Ephes. v. 26, 27. 
It is clear to my mind, from all Paul’s writings, that he teaches, that as soon 
as a person is subjected to the influence of the “bath of water with the 
word,” he is wholly sanctified, and cleansed, having neither spot, wrin- 
kle, nor any such thing, that he is holy and without blemish; as free 
from actual transgressions as a child unborn. ‘You” Colossians, “who 
were dead on account of trespasses, he has made alive together with Him, 
having forgiven you ail trespasses;” now, if, when “by baptism we are 
raised with Christ, through the belief of the strong working of God, who 
raised him from the dead,” God has forgiven us ail trespasses, and we 
stand in his presence clothed with the righteousness of our Lord, surely 
at that time we are holy, unblameable, and unreproveable in his esteem. 
I know some suppose we can hardly draw a breath without sinning; but 
the Scriptures do not teach this. They call on disciples to live pure, and. 
holy, and sinless lives; and this they would not do, unless we could do 
what they require. Every sin that a man commits is without the body, 
for “sin is the transgression of law,” and where there is no law there is 
no sin’”—it is an Overt act—it is as possible, therefore, for a citizen of 
heaven to keep all the ordinances and commandments of the Lord blame- 
less, as it is for a citizen of these States to live in obedience to the laws; 



































105 


that professors do not, is certain; but that it is possible I am sure. The 
interval of a believer’s life, from his being raised with Christ by baptism 
till the day of his death, is not allotted for the purpose of making him 
holier, purer, or more acceptable to God than he was immediately after 
his birth into the kingdom—but is designed to give him an opportunity 
of proving his fitness for the enjoyment of that state of glory to which 
he is called; so that he will be put into the possession of eternal life—of 
glory, honor, and immortality if he persevere in well doing:—if he “fly 
the track,” then, though baptised and pardoned, affliction and sore distress 
alone await him. “Save yourselves by your perseverance.” The “vir- 
tue” that Peter exhorts us to add to our faith, is fortitude in the Christian 
warfare, and not morality; for in every good Christian that is presup- 
posed. “Add to your faith, courage; to courage, knowledge, &c.” How- 
ever, I agree with our brethren, that moral goodness or virtue, might be 
more attended to by the teachers, and be taught in this age with great 
advantage on all hands. ‘There must be more practice and less theoriz- 
ing than hitherto. "We must be not only hearers, but doers of the truth; 
and in so duing we shall be happy. Epiror. 


INCIDENTS OF A TOUR. 
(Concluded from page 57.) 

Our next appointment was at Paineville, Amelia. It was intended to 
hold meeting here, three days. For the time of the year the weather was 
very cold and wet on the first and second days, but cleared off, on the 
Lord’s Day, so that we had a very good audience. Like all the assem- 
blies we are accustomed to address, it was composed of sectaries and un- 
believers who have honesty enough not to profess what they do not un- 
derstand. These, though they admit our premises, and acknowledge our 
conclusions to be just, evade our persuasives to obedience, because they 
do not believe the Bible contains a revelation from God. Could they ad- 
mit this, they confess that what we contend for and set forth, is accordant 
with the written testimony. ‘The unbelievers are great stumbling blocks 
in the way of sectarians; for some of them know more of what 1s in the 
Bible than professors themselves; so that when they affirm, the infidel 
meets them with an objection that it cannot be so, for it is not so written. 
This staggers them, infidelity triumphs, and contemns a system, whose 
glory seems to be the ignorance of its votaries. ‘These cases crossed us 
every now and then; illustrating the remark, that superstition is the off- 
spring of ignorance, and begets infidelity, which recoils upon its parent 
and destroys her. Sectarianism, being based in ignoranee, is but another 
name for superstition; it is the prolific parent of infidelity and atheism, 
which are overspreading the land in every direction. Our sectarian 
hearers soon get exceedingly mad against us (which is unwise at best;) 
for we cannot utter a Bible truth without striking a blow at some darling 
speculation or other. We found this especially the case; for the subjects 
we descanted upon led us to maintain but ‘one Lord, one faith, oNE BaP- 
TISM,” that there was no other way of acceptance with God, than in the 
written record, which requirés every believer to be immersed for the re- 
mission of his sins, that no one, who has not been baptised into Christ, 
is an heir of eternal life, and that no heir will attain to it unless he walk 
worthy of his vocation. These truths present a most uncharitable as- 

ct to those, who would be more merciful than God, and save all men 

y @ sincerity of opinion. But as we stand up before the people to in- 

struct not to amuse them, to expose error not to palliate it, to pull down 

tradition not *" build it up, we have the honor of being very obnoxious 
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to the most superficial, ignorant, and tradition-loving part of our audi- 
ences. These go away venting their reproaches upon our harshness, 
and severity, while the intelligent acknowledge the justness of .our rea- 
sonings and visit us again that they may hear more of these matters. We 
discoursed on the absolute necessity of being “born of water and of the 
Spirit” in order to admission into the kingdom of God. Our last address 
was founded on the 2 Thess. ii. "We expounded this chapter throughout, 
traced the apostacy in all its chief ramifications, and showed to demon- 
stration, that all antichristendom, both Protestant and Papal, is under a 
“strong delusion” sent from God, that they might “believe a lie,” because 
they obey not the truth, but take pleasure in iniquity. We urged the ex- 
istence of the apostacy as one of the strongest proofs of the truth of the 
religion of Jesus. It especially proves Paul’s pretensions to be a pro- 
yhet, and to have received divine communications from Jesus, for none 
but the Holy Spirit given by Jesus could foreshow with such accuracy 
what should be, has been, and is fulfilling under ourowneyes. All that 
Paul says, therefore, concerning the resurrection of Jesus is credible; for 
God never would have given his Holy Spirit to a liar in hisname. Our 
efforts at this meeting we learn have had the effect of making the secta- 
rists more hostile, the unbelievers more favorably inclined to the truth, 
and the assemblies of the brethren more numerously attended. The 
Christians in Paineville have only to ‘““walk as becometh saints,” and 
they cannot fail of making a permanent impression on the public mind. 
This, we trust, they will make it their meat and drink to do, for the love, 
the honor, the glory of the Great King. 

From Paineville we journeyed to Sandy River Church, Prince Ed- 
ward, where we addressed an attentive audience from Hebrews, upon 
the importance of attending to the things spoken by Jehovah ‘in the last 
days” by the Son; and that we ought to be contented with nothing less 
than a “‘thus it is written” for all our religious practices. We have no 
right to do any thing im connexion with the religion of Jesus Christ 
which is not authorized either by the precepts or examples of the Apostles 
whom Jesus empowered to give laws to believers. We urged the necessity 
of giving earnest heed to the things they read, lest at any time they should 
let them slip. For if the word spoken by angels (the law) was firm, and 
every transgression and disobedience received a just retribution, how 
ta Christians, escape if we neglect so great salvation? Which 
beginning to be spoken by the Lord (Jesus) was confirmed by the A pos- 
tles who heard him; God also bearing witness, both by signs and won- 
ders, and divers miracles, and distributions of the Holy Spirit, which he 
enabled both Jesus and his Apostles to perform, according to his own 
pleasure. Heb. i. 1. 

Being within ten miles of Farmville, and desiring to see the town, we 
directed our course thither. Brethren Walthal, Wilson, and Arvin ac- 
companied me. We arrived at the place about sun-set. The town is 
seated upon the Appomattox, contains about 1000 inhabitants, and ap- 
pears to be thriving as regards commercial affairs. The citizens appear 
to be an intelligent class of people in all things but the religion of Jesus 
Christ, of which, from the facts before me, I am sorry to say, they know 
little or nothing. The population of Farmville is divided into Presbyte- 
rians, Methodists, and sceptics. ‘There are but three immersed white per- 
sons in the place. It was not my intention to speak here, supposing that 
no place or audience could be obtained. The brethren, however, undertook 
to obtain both if I would address the citizens. Of course I consented. 
The dining room of the tavern was provided, and we were agreeably 
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disappointed at having an audience of ladies and gentlemen that filled 
the room, which was large. Some of the citizens were too blinded by 

rejudice to come within the sound of our voice; it was quite enough to 
hint that ‘‘he’s a Campbellite” to scare them like panic stricken sheep be- 
fore the wolf! But we are happy to say, for the honor of Farmville, 
that all its inhabitants are not such chicken-hearted folk. "We addressed 
them about two hours, on the Gospel, and the religion of Jesus Christ. 
They were remarkably attentive; and, as far as I could learn, as well 
satisfied as could be expected; saving my supposed want of “charity!” 
forgetting that it is the very climax of charity to tell men the truth at the 
risk of their displeasure. ‘The strange things” we brought to their ears 
were the subject of much conversation in the tobacco markets on the mor- 
row. As might be expected, various and opposite opinions were formed; 
the truth, however, that was sown, will yet, we trust, bring forth frnit 
to maturity. If what they heard is true (and we firmly believe it is) 
their condition is perilous; if false, there is no true Gospel or religion in 
the world; for what we contend for is the only true way of the Lord God 
extant. ‘This is our offence, here is the stone of stumbling, to @vow this, 
is the high crime and misdemeanor, which makes us obnoxious to this 
generation of will-worshippers. It is nevertheless true, and therefore, we 
stand or fall with its veracity. 

On the morrow, we left Farmville for Charlotte Court House. On 
our way we paid a visit to Prince Edward Court House, Hampden- 
Sydney College, and the Seminary. These are the head quarters of the 
Presbyterian philosophy in these parts. It was the vacation; but few 
academicians, therefore, were to be seen. If we had been on a tour in 
search of professors, whose sole purpose was the propagation of THE 
FAITH exhibited in the Apostolic writings, this Semmary, of all places, 
is the very last we should have visited. Here may be found, ‘the wise 
man, the scribe, the disputers of this world”—but this “seat of learning” 
would be degraded in the estimation of its own sect and the world, if “the 
wisdom of the world” were not instilled into its sons—if they were not 
as familiar with the amours and battles of the gods and goddesses of an- 
cient times as the infidel; or if it were the asylum of the powerless, the 
ignoble, and the despised. But, on the contrary, had we been in search 
of “apostates from the faith” (if they can be called apostates who never 
knew the truth,) dealers in “profane and old wives’ fables,” “men desti- 
tute of the truth,” “‘who reckon gain to be godliness,” “‘captivators of silly 
women laden with sins,” “slaves of corruption,” “false teachers,” ‘“mer- 
chandizers of the people’s souls, through covetousness, by fictitious tales,” 
&c.—here is one of the fountain heads, to which we should have made 
appeal. The pride of these seminarians—or embryo-leaders of the peo- 
ple, we are informed is considerable; and that whatever the humility or 
amiability of the candidate for admission, the “vain philosophy” taught 
in this factory of priests soon corrupts his modesty, and transmutes him 
into a son of Belial. This is a necessary consequence of a false religion. 
The next time we journey this way, we shall pay the citizens in this 
neighborhood a visit. 

About sun-set we arrived at Charlotte Court House. We put up at 
Capt. Smith’s, a vepy worthy citizen of Marysville. The population of 
this village is About 900. It is pleasantly situated, and commands a very 
extensive view. ‘There are two “Churches” and the Court House; the 
one a Baptist and the other a Presbyterian. This used to be the head 
quarters of Mr. Clopton, of “orthodox” renown; it is now those of Mr. 
Mason, formerly the agent and enthusiastic admirer of Alexander Camp- 
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bell when “Pastor of the Church at Petersburg;” but now one of his most 
bitter opponents. ‘The reason of this is well known to himself, and to 
his brethren at Petersburg. He can detail the influence exercised over 
his youthful mind by the Baptist clergy of Richmond; he knows well 
the tergiversation of which he was guilty; and he can tell what overtures 
he made when he contemplated the desertion of his sect. ‘This “‘Reve- 
reid Clergyman” is he, who, when in Richmond, threatened with ex- 
communication the man of his flock who should read the writings of 
him for whom he was formerly an agent! Matthew Webber and others 
can refresh his memory as to the contempt they avowed to his face tor 
his effrontery; and he can himself testify the vexation he expressed at 
being so much hampered by the “Campbellites,” as he calls them. We 
are informed, that this divine is a pluralist of no ordinary calibre, and 
that he visits six congregations once in six Weeks, at the rate of one hun- 
dred dollars each; which is about eight visits per year to each, at twelve 
dollars a visit. Added to this we learn, some, or all of them, have. pur- 
chased a glebe at Marysville, for which they are to give six hundred dol- 
Jars. Mr. M. we are told, wanted the glebe and parsonage to be made 
over to him in fee simple; but the laity in this place have not quite lost 
all prudence and understanding, so that Mr. M. holds ii upon the tenure 
of good behaviour. Very much to our surprise, when upon this tour 
we learned, that the Baptist congregations rarely had public worship 
more than once a month; and that only when visited by a preacher. On 
the other three Sundays some of them employed themselves in teaching 
Sunday schools. Nopreacher, no worship! what an awful state of things. 
Congregations of people calling themselves Christians, with the Scrip- 
tures within reach, and yet cannot worship the Father, through the Son, 
according to the instructions of the Holy Spirit recorded in the New Tes- 
tament! “Christian Churches,” and yet do not obey a single precept, 
nor follow a single example of Jesus and his holy Apostles! Can they 
not pray together without a preacher, can they not make supplications, 
intercessions, and thanksgivings for themselves and for all men; that 
they may lead a quiet and peaceable life in all godliness and honesty, 
without a “divine!” Can they not read the Scriptures, praise God, and 
commemorate his death and resurrection, without the aid of the clergy, 
the miserable comforters of the age! Oh to what a pass have “Chris- 
tians” come! that all the homage they pay to God must be done by proxy! 
We hesitate not to say, that the Baptist Churches have no right to the title 
of Churches of Jesus Christ; inasmuch as they do not obey a single law 
ofthe King. Pretty subjects of a King, indeed, are they who do not obey 
his will in a single particular! Subjects! no, rather call them rebels, who 
have set at defiance the precepts and ordinances of the Lord’s Anointed. 

Unfortunately for our meeting, in one sense, though, perhaps fortu- 
nately in another, the two days we remained in this neighborhood were 
muster days for training the officers of the county militia. Never did I 
feel so convincingly the incompatibility of the drum and fife and all their 
accompaniments with the affairs of the Christian religion. The effect 
is most dissipating and discordant with all those high and noble feelings 
which the knowledge of the Gospel inspires. Never did Jesus intend his 
institutions to locate themselves amid the din of arms, the clangor of 
trumpets, and the roll of the drum; much less to be the spectators, in the 
persons of their “administrators” and disciples, of human slaughter by 
the thunder and lightning of war. The Colonel of the regiment very 
politely shortened the drill for the accommodation of the citizens; who 


assembled in good numbers in the Court House. We addressed them 
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on the subject of Paul’s visit to the synagogue of the Jews in Thessalo- 
nica; in order to explain to them, how it was the disciples of that city 
were in God the Father and in the Lord Jesus Christ. This gave us 
an opportunity of opening and alleging from the Scriptures, that the 
Messiah must needs have been a sufferer, that he must rise from the dead, 
that Jesus was that suffering and risen Messiah, and that remission of 
sins could be obtained alone through his name. “Whosoever calls upon 
the name of the Lord shall be saved.” We showed, that the way to call 
upon his name, was to be buried with him in baptism, praying that he’ 
would ratify in heaven, what had been done on earth for the remission 
of sins, according to his promise. Next day we spoke from Matt. xvi. 
13-19. This led us to discuss the. good confession, which every one 
must make, before his immersion can put him on the Rock; the means 
we possessed of judging true from spurious churches—the fact of Peter 
being appointed the revealer of the great secret in connexion with bind- 
ing and unloosing men from their sins—when he made this secret known; 
where he did so; what the revelation was when it was announced to be- 
lievers—REFORM and BE IMMERSED IN THE NAME of Jesus Christ For THE 
REMISSION OF siNs. Acts ii. 38. That this declaration was the same he 
made to 5000 believing Jews a few days after—‘Reform and BE con- 
VERTED that your SINS MAY BE BLOTTED ouT.” ‘That no one was con- 
verted in the Scripture or New Testament sense, who had not, from an 
examination of the testimony, been induced to confess with their mouths, 
as well as believe in their hearts, that Jesus is the Christ and rose again, 
and to be immersed into the name of the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit: 
that such an immersed confessor, and such alone was converted. ‘There 
were a Presbyterian clergyman and two seminarians present; they sat 
it, for about an hour, but could hold out no longer. Now, was this con- 
sistent? Do not these gentlemen profess to be the ‘called and sent am- 
bassadors of Jesus Christ?” Were they not recreant to their Master’s 
cause, then, in leaving me in possession of the ears of the people? If I 
was stating what was false, ought they not to have remained, and after 
I had done, stood forth and have shown the people where I was mislead- 
ing them? Even if the transformed Angel of Light were their Master, 
they should have staid and opposed me, for, if the Presbyterian philoso- 
phy they teach be his doctrine, I was undermining it, and consequently 
attacking their Master. Querv. Do these shepherds deserve the support 
of the people, seeing that when the wolf makes his appearance they 
decamp, and leave the sheep to his mercy? Let the people consider this. 
I know, that a strong impression was made on some who heard the 
Word explained. I could mention some of Mr. Mason’s flock: One 
admitted fully that what he had heard was according to Scripture, but 
declared [ was “no Campbellite!” ‘This is the very thing we maintain. 
There are ‘“Campbellites,” but there are thousands among us who are not. 
The true Campbellites are such men as Messrs. Mason and Ryland, and 
those who run after Brother Campbell, to hear him preach, but do not what 
he advises. Bro. C: publishes the Gospel, and those who obey it, from 
the love of the truth, are not his followers. Campbellites are those who 
talk about truth, but do not practice it. With such we desire no fellow- 
ship, and we are persuaded that Bro. C. himself would be heartily ashamed 
ofthem. Another of Mr. M’s flock, said he had heard a good deal about 
“Campbellism,” but he was satisfied he had been misinformed; that he 
should examine the Scriptures for himself and see if these things were 
s0; and if he found he had been in error, he would renounce it and obey 
the truth. There was a nobility of mind about this highly to be com- 
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mended. Others offered us money; but this was respectfully refused; for, 
as we observed, the world had been paying long enough for religion to 
no purpose, and that it was high time now, that it should be offered them 
without money and without price. It is the duty of the church to bear 
all expenses. Others offered us their hospitality, and among these our 
worthy host, Capt. Smith, who said that his house and the Court House 
were open to us, Whenever wecame that way. We had a little alterca- 
tion with the Captain—who refused to accept any equivalent for myself 


- and horse. 1 told him, I was not a clergyman, and therefore, claimed no 


privileges over any other traveller; hence, | begged him to say how much 
was due to him, that I might pay him. But my expostulation was in 
effectual, and therefore, 1 remain his debtor. 

One difficulty in the way of the citizens at Marysville was the fact of 
my addressing them, without the preliminaries of prayer and singing. 
I told them, that as an advocate for Apostolic pene og 4 I could not 
consent to any practice not sanctioned by the Apostles. ‘That my duty 
was clear; that when I went to a Forum or Court House to speak con- 
cerning Jesus Christ and his religion, it became me to examine how Paul 
and the other Apostles acted upon such an occasion. ‘That I had done 
this, and found that “he reasoned in the Forum daily, with those that 
met with him.” Acts xviii. 18, and that there “he declared the good news 
concerning Jesus and the resurrection.” I do not find, although accom- 
panied with ever so many brethren, that he took a hymn book out of his 
pocket and began singing a song like a wandering ballad singer, and 
then “affected to pray standing in the assemblies and at the corners of the 
streets.” Suppose they were to send a servant with some good intelli- 
gence to a friend, would they not think it very absurd if that servant re- 
fused to deliver the word, unless he first fell on his knees, and prayed that 
his absent master would accompany the joyful message of which he was 
the bearer with his powerful influence over his friend to compel him to 
receive it? Certainly; yet such was the insane practice of the age! The 
pray God to bless his word or message, as if it were not already blessed, 
nay, full of the greatest blessings? The Apostles did not do so, there- 
fore, neither shall I; for they exhort us to “be imitators of them.” 

From Marysville we returned to Jetersville, Amelia, where we ad- 
dressed a good congregation of the citizens on the subject— The Holy Spi- 
rit the preceptor of the Christian Institution. We showed that he taught 
this divine science in the way most customary among men in relation to 
human science—by a book; called the Bible. That the Holy Spirit was 
the author of this book, which was written by men called Prophets and 
Apostles; who acted as amanuenses or recording secretaries. Peter in- 
forms us this, and Jesus himself said he would provide scribes for the 
purpose. These scribes were led into all the truth, and all that they had 
seen and heard was brought to their remembrance. The divine commu- 
nications in the book might be called the testimony of God concerning 
Jesus Christ. That the scrutiny of this testimony, and a conviction that 
it is true, is faith; and that faith so operated is the Lord’s “putting his 
laws into our minds, and inscribing them on our hearts;” that it was in 
this way, by the testimony of the ‘Holy Spirit, written or spoken, that 
the world is “convinced of sin, of righteousness, and of judgment;” and 
that he who believes what is written, and obeys, may say with the Apos- 
tle, “We are built on the testimony of Apostles ‘and Prophets, Jesus 
Christ himself being the foundation corner stone.” Faith, then, results 
from the examination of testimony; not an infusion, and therefore, not 


wrought in the heart by any supernatural and undefinable process. ‘Those 
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who profess to have been the subjects of this process are credulous, and 
their theological system superstition. 

On our return to Richmond we passed through Petersburg. A brief 
interview with two or three of ‘the brethren was all we had time to 
effect. In Petersburg, superstition reigns triumphant. The brethren are 
scattered, so that in the whole city there exists not a congregation that wor- 
ships God in spirit and in truth. We urged upon a brother the impor- 
tance, the indispensable necessity Of Christians meeting together every 
first day of the week to break bread; to do it, if it were only himself and 
wife, rather than mingle in the will-worship of the day. As to the re- 

roach cast upon them by the devotees, they ought to esteem it an honor. 
Brechven, well-doing consists in doing the will of God, and it is his will 
that you should do as Jesus commanded the Apostles to teach the believers 
in their day todo. Duty did I say, nay, rather, it is your privilege in 
the midst of a wicked and adulterous generation, to serve God according 
to his appointments. Do you expect eternal life? And do you expect 
to attain to it, while you live knowingly in disobedience to his laws? If 
the finger of scorn be pointed at you, if you be derided, ought you not 
rather to rejoice that you are counted worthy to suffer shame for the sake 
of Him who was bitterly reviled even by thieves while suffering in be- 
half of our race?’ What is poor mortal man of time, that you should 
regard him; are not the frowns of the judge of the living and the dead 
more to be feared than his, whose breath is in his nostrils?) Awake up, 
then, as you ought. ‘The Church of Baltimore was once reduced to five, 
but now numbers upwards of 160. ‘Take encouragement from this; for 
where two or three only meet together in the name of Jesus will he be 
in their midst, and that to bless them; especially if they meet to show 
forth his death and suffering. Epiror. 


NEW TRANSLATION OF ISAIAH, CHAP. XVIII. 

“This is one of the most obscure prophecies,” says Bishop Lowth, 
“in the whole book of Isaiah. The subject of it, the end and design of 
it, the people to whom it is addressed, the history to which it belongs, 
the person who sends the messengers, and the nation to whom the mes- 
sengers are sent; are all obscure and doubtful.” ‘The learned translator 
seems to nave quite misapprehended the general meaning of this prophecy. 

As to the English reader the wrong translation of the first word in the 
prophecy, and the addition of the word saying, in the second verse, have 
proved fatal to the right understanding of the whole of it. Hevi is a 
particle of calling to, and im this place it should be so understood. Ho! 
the land shadowing with wings! The prophet is calling to some country. 
But the King’s translators understood it as a particle of threatening, and 
have rendered it Wo to the land shadowing with wings, which gives an 
entirely wrong turn to the prophecy: for instead of a denunciation against 
the shadowing nation, here is a call to some people, who are to be the 


. protectors of the Jews (of which protection shadowing with wings is the 


Scripture metaphor) to go with God’s message of mercy to them, that is, 
to assist them in returning from their dispersions, and in recovering their 
own land; and this nation is described as situated beyond the rivers of 
Cush. 

To the late Bishop of Rochester, the lovers of Biblical studies are in- 
debted for the best translation and interpretation of this short but inte- 
resting chapter, which is extant in our og ~ or any other. 

_ The Bishop sets out by observing: —“First, The prophecy indeed pre- 
dicts some woful judgment: but the principal matter of the prophecy is 
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not judgment, but mercy; a gracious promise of the final restoration of 
the Israelites. Secondly, The prophecy has no respect to Egypt, or any 
of the contiguous countries. hat has been applied to Egypt is a de- 
scription of some people, or another, destined to be the principal instru- 
ments in the hand of Providence in the great work of the re-settlement 
of the Jews in the Holy Land, a description of that people, by charac- 
ters by which they will be evidently known, when the time arrives. 
Thirdly, The time for the completion of the prophecy was very remote, 
when it was delivered, and is yet future; being, indeed, the season of the 
second advent of our Lord.” 

1. Ho! Land spreading wide the shadow of (thy) wings, which art 
beyond the rivers of Cush. 

2. Accustomed to send messengers by sea, even in bulrush vessels, 
upon the surface of the waters! Go, swift messengers, unto a nation 
dragged away and peeled; unto a people wonderful from their beginning 
hitherto; a nation expecting, expecting, trampled under foot, whose land 
rivers have spoiled. 

3. All the inhabitants of the world, and dwellers upon earth, shall see 
the lifting up, as. it were, of a banner upon the mountains, and shall hear 
the sounding, as it were of a trumpet. . 

4. For thus saith Jehovah unto me; I will sit still (but I will keep my’ 
eye upon my prepared habitation.) As the parching heat just before 
lightning, as the dewy cloud in the heat of harvest. 

5. For afore the harvest, when the bud is ——- to perfection, and 
the blossom is become a juicy berry, he will cut off the useless shoots 
with pruning hooks, and the bill shall take away the luxuriant branches. 

6. They shall be left together to the bird of prey of the mountains, 
and to the beasts of the earth. And upon it shall the bird of prey sum- 
mer, and all the beasts of the earth upon it shall winter. 

7. At that season a present shall be led to Jehovah of hosts, a people 
dragged away and plucked; even of a people wonderful from the begin- 
ning hitherto; a nation expecting, expecting, and trampled under foot, 


aeons land rivers have spoiled, unto the place of Jehovah of hosts, Mount 
ion. 


NOTES. 

Verse 1. Beyond the rivers of Cush. 'This geographical expression 
the Bishop considers as the language of the Phenician voyagers of the 
— day; when the most distant voyages being coasting ones, the 

heenician mariners would speak of all countries west of the mouths of 
the Nile, as beyond the Nile; that is, in the poetical language of Isaiah, 
beyond the rivers of Cush. The nation called to is described as a great 
commercial and maritime power; and the land, beyond the rivers of Cush, 
is some land beyond or west of the mouths of the Nile; some maritime 
and commercial country of Europe. 

V.2. Accustomed to send. The original signifies not a single act of 
sending, but the habit of sending perpetually, 

Sending by sea in bulrush vessels, is a figurative expression, descriptive 
of skill in navigation, and of the safety and, expedition with which the 
inhabitants of the land called to are supposed to perform distant voyages. 
The country to which the prophet calls is characterised as one, which in 
the days of the completion of the prophecy, shall be a great maritime and 
commercial power, gener 4 remote alliances, making distant voyages to 
all parts of the world, with expedition and security, and in the habit of 
affording protection to their friends and allies. Where this country is to 
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be found is not otherwise said, than that it will be remote from Judea, 
and with respect to that country, beyond the Cushean streams. 

Go swift messengers. You, who by your skill in navigation, and your 
extensive commerce and alliances are so well qualified to be carriers of 
a message to people in the remotest corners, g0 with God’s message. The 
swift messengers will certainly have a considerable share, as instruments 
in the hand of God, in the restoration of the chosen people. It may be 
some part of their business to afford the Jews the assistance and protec- 
tion of their fleets. 

A nation dragged away and plucked. Dispersed about the world and 
robbed, both of their property and rights as men. 

Unto a people wonderful from their beginning hitherto. And have 
not the Jews been a wonderful, and awfully remarkable people, from first 
to last? From their deliverance out of Egypt unto the present day? 
Wonderful providences, and divine interpositions, have attended them. 
Awfully remarkable have been their sufferings fer their sins; and their 
preservation still may well excite astonishment. 

Whose land rivers have spoiled, i. e. invading armies have done so. 
See chap. viii. 7, where the king of Assyria and his army are represented 
as an overflowing river. 

We have thus far heard messengers summoned. We have heard a 
command given to them to go swittly with the message. We have 
heard the people described, to whom the message was to be carried. It 
might be expected we should next hear the message given to the messen- 
gers in precise terms. In prophecy the curtain is often suddenly dropped 
upon the action that is going on, before it is finished: and the subject is 
continued in a shifted vision. In the present instance, the scene of mes- 
Sengers, sent on a message, is suddenly closed, with the second verse, 
before the messengers set out, before even the message is given to them. 
But the new objects, which are immediately brought in view, evidently 
represent, under the usual emblems ef sacred prophecy, other parts of the 
same entire action, and declare with the greatest perspicuity, the report, 
the season, and the effect of the message. An ensign, or standard is 
lifted up on the mountains, a trumpet is blown on the hills. 

V.3. The setting up the standard, and sounding the trumpet, in this 
verse, appears to be for the purpose of gathering the nations to the war 
of Armageddon, described in Rev. xvi. 14-21, and at which time of trou- 
ble Israel is to be gathered. 

V.4. Represents a long cessation of visible interpositions of Provi- 
dence, under the image of God’s sitting still; the stillness of that awful 
pause, under the image of that torpid state of the atmosphere, in hot 
weather, when not a gleam of sunshine breaks for a moment through 
the sullen gloom; not a breath stirs; not a leaf wags; not a blade of grass 
is shaken; no ripling wave curls on the sleeping surface of the waters; 
the black ponderous cloud, covering the whole sky, seems to hang fixed 
and motionless as an arch of stone. Nature seems benumbed in all her 
operations. ‘The vigilance nevertheless of Gcd’s silent providence, is 
represented under the image of his keeping his eye, while he thus sits 
still, upon his prepared habitation. ‘The sudden irruption of judgment, 
threatened in the 1ext verse, after this total cessation, just before the final 
call to Jew and Gentile, answers to the sterms of thunder and lightning, 
which in the suffocating heats of the latter end of summer, succeed that 
perfect stillness and stagnation of the atmosphere. And as the natural 
thunder, at such seasons, is the welcome harbinger of refreshing and co- 
pious showers; so, it appears, the thunder of God’s judgment will usher 
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in the long desired season of the consummation of mercy. So accurate 
is the allusion in all its parts. ' 

The prophet having thus described that cessation of the divine inter- 
position in favor of God’s people, which has continued now for so many 

, and during which time the Gentiles have so cruelly and so wan- 
tonly afflicted them, and trodden under foot his consecrated habitation; 
and having given warning of the judgments which are to prepare the 
way for the display of returning mercy; the curtain again rises, and we 
see the full effects of the message committed to the protecting nation, 
which, in the dispensation of God’s providence, is appointed to be the 
a and principal instrument for bringing about the deliverance of the 

ews. 

From this remarkable prophecy, says a celebrated writer, we may 
fairly conclude that some nation lying far west of Judea, possessing ship- 
ping, will be the instrument in bringing about the restoration of the Jews, 
and that it is likely to be one of the European powers, but whether France 
or Great Britain, or some other, the prophecy says nothing to enable us 
to conclude. The Bishop of Rochester says, ‘That there is no reason 
to believe, that the Atheistical Democracy of France is destined to so 
high an office: May not France and England, now in such strict alli- 
ance, conjointly effect it? May not the conquest of the Sultan of Egypt 
be considered as having contributed to that event? Are not the encroach- 
ments of the Autocrat of Russia, and his interference in the affairs of 
Turkey ominous of an important change in the affairs of the East?) And 
is not the revolution in the social condition of the Jews indicative of a 
new era in their tragical history? These questions are highly interesting 
and important, and well worthy the consideration of every Christian phi- 
losopher. Epiror. 





THE MEDITERRANEAN COUNTRIES. 

_And Jehovah shall smite Egypt, smiting and healing her; and they 
shall turn unto Jehovah, and he will be entreated by them, and will heat 
them. In that day there shall be a high way from Egypt to Assyria; and 
the Assyrian (the inhabitants East of the Euphrates from India, China, 
&c.) shall come into Egypt, and the Egyptian into Assyria: and the 
Egyptian shall do homage with the Assyrian. (See Zech. xiv. 17, 18.) 
In that day Israel shall be reckoned a third, together with Egypt and As- 
syria; a blessing in the midst of the earth; whom Jehovah God of hosts 
has blessed, saying, blessed be my people, Egypt; and Assyria, the work of 
my hands; and Israel mine inheritance. Isaiah xix. 22-25. 

Prophecy plainly announces the restoration of the Oriental World to 
a state of grandeur, magnificence, and prosperity, far transcending any 
thing yet witnessed in the Asian portion of the globe. Here man was 
first placed under the government of God, and here he will be again brought 
back to his rightful sway. Jerusalem, Jerusalem is the city of the Great 
King, and Jehovah will not rest until he has made her “a praise in all 
the earth.” Events are crowding onward to the crisis. The commercial, 
religious, and political worlds are contributing to the consummation, 
though they know it not. In looking over a newspaper, forwarded to 
me from England, I was much struck with the following sketch of the 
British trade in the Levant, as bearin ‘upon this animating subject. 
The reader of the Prophets cannot fail being deeply interested in the 
ner it unfolds of a speedy completion of some most remarkable pre- 

ctions. 


“The trade which we have hitherto carried on with the Levant has 
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been deemed of considerable importance. It is increasing every year, as 
the last returns demonstrate. ‘Ihe restoration of GrEEcE to her ancient 
independence opens new sources of commerce. The lontANn IsLEs are 
becoming consumers of our manufactures, for which in return they send 
us their fruits. Look at the quantities of raw cotton we import from 
Eeypt, for which our cloths, and silks, and hardware are exchanged. 
Syria cannot long remain an inactive spectator of the improvements go- 
ing on in her neighborhood, and will open the way for our manufacturers 
to the interior of Asta Minor and Persia. ‘The magic powers of steam 
may be said to have brought all these vast countries nearer to Falmouth 
than Ireland was twenty years ago. It is by the Isrumus or Suez that 
we hope to reduce our communications with India to six weeks instead 
of six months. And when the Danube shall have been rendered naviga- 
ble throughout its whole extent, from Presburg to the Euxine, our com- 
merce wiil have access to WaLLacuiA, TRANSYLVANIA, and Huncary— 
the latter wanting only a few political reforms and the impulse of civili- 
zation to become a second France. Look at the projects which are at this 
moment announced, with every probability of successful results, for the 
purpose of establishing lines of steam packets between’ Marseilles and 
almost every port in Italy, Turkey, Greece, Egypt, and the whole coast 
of Barbary, and the conclusion must be admitted that the Mediterranean 
ts about to be restored to much more than the influence which it exercised 
tn ancient times upon the destinies of mankind. It will be the principal 
scene of the commerce of all nations—it will be the field upon which all 
the batiles for predominance must be fought.” So speaks “Bell’s New 
Weekly Messenger” upon the data before it, and without any reference 
to Holy Writ; and so testify the Jewish Prophets, and Apostles of Jesus 
Christ. EpIiror. 


MEMORANDA ECCLESIASTICA. 

“The British and Foreign Bible Society has spent more than ten mzl- 
tions of dollars in circulating nine millions of copies of the Holy Scrip- 
tures, in more than one hundred and sixty different languages and dia- 
leets of the earth.” In other words, infidels and sectarifins of all the con- 
tradictory and scripture-nullifying creeds of christendom, have subscribed 
their money, and compassed sea and land to circulate, the testimony of 
Apostles and Prophets to their own ultimate and certain destruction. 
Nine millions of copies of the Testimony of the Two Witnesses circu- 
lating among the nations, and protesting against the traditions and com- 
mandments of the very men who are the most active in their distribution! 
This immense diffusion of divine knowledge cannot fail to revolutionize 
human society, and to counteract the baneful effects of sectarian prose- 
lyting institutions. It will be the overthrow of the seven-headed, ten- 
horned, and two-horned beasts, and utterly destroy the craft of kings 
and priests of every grade. How admirable are the ways of Providence! 

In Paris, where the Bible was once execrated by the people, there is a 
society for its circulation. _ It distributes upwards of 60,000 a year. The 
Swedish society has issued 300,000 copies; and in Russia 717,977 copies 
of the word of God have been distributed. 

In Porrucat,(!) persecution has ceased, and every man is allowed to 
choose the religion he prefers, and to worship God after his own fashion: 
A Brste Sociery HAS BEEN FORMED IN Lisgon!!! These are some of the 
signs of the times, which indicate the beaming forth of the meridian 
splendor of the Sun of Righteousness—which announce a dispersion— 
a speedy and final dispersion of the dark clouds that have brooded over 
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the horizon of our benighted world for ages. Yes, the hour is at hand, 
when the fogs and miasmata of the apostacy will be utterly dispelled, 
superstition annihilated, and the reign of peace and righteousness com- 
mence. 

In Greece, just emancipated from Turkish despotism, the government 
has recognized the momentous principle that the Holy Scriptures may 
be read in the schools. How interesting would it be to hear the little 
Athenian boys reading, near the very place where he stood, Paul’s ad- 
dress to the Archons of their'city. 

In Spain, the European Patron of the Inquisition, some of the book- 
sellers have consented to become venders of the Scriptures. In Seville, 
a city of Spain, there are 90,000 Roman Catholics, 70,000 of whom ne- 
ver attended the institutions of Rome, and had fallen back on infidelity 
as a refuge from the mummeries of Popery. One Spanish Prelate(!) 
had distributed 3,000 Spanish Bibles in his district. ‘The present contest 
between Don Carlos and Isabella lies deeper in the providence of God 
than mere politicians suspect. The moral renovation of Spain is the 
true meaning of the contest for the Spanish crown. Whichever party 
conquers, their triumph will be brief. Events are marching to the over- 
throw of both. 

Persecution has ceased in Portugal, but not in England! A Mr. Childs 
has been cast into Ipswich gaol by the tender mercies of the sprritual 
court of Norwich, because on purely conscientious grounds, he refused 
to pay a tax towards the support of a church he did not belong to. He 
is said to be surpassed by none, in the county of Suffolk, for benevolence 
and rectitude. Public opinion has caused his liberation from his cell, 
where he was confined as a common felon. A few more such acts of 
ecclesiastical tyranny, and the Church of England is gone for ever. 
This spiritual harlot will never learn wisdom until scathed by the light- 
ning of a national thunderstorm. Such is Episcopal toleration when 
armed with the power of a State! 

“The Congregational Union of England and Wales” has agreed, in 
concurrence with their American brethren, that an interchange of depu- 
tations between England and America, should take place once in three 
wate and that arrangements shall be forthwith made for publishing a 

ymn book for the use of: the denomination.” ‘The American deputa- 
tion, Drs. Codman, Humphrey, and Spring, held the assembly they ad- 
dressed in breathless attention till a late hour. Piety, affection, and con- 
secrated eloquence, were the characteristic features of their animating 
appeals.” Imagine an audience hanging with breathless attention on 
the lips of a triplet of priests, flusterimg amid the froth of American Pres- 
byterian philosophy! A puff lighter than vanity—a grateful return, 
however, for the incense of adulation burned by them to the honor of 
Drs. Reed and Mathison, the deputation from England to the Presbyte- 
rians here, whose visit, they declared, had been “a real spiritual blessing 
to the transatlantic churches!!” 

The English deputation on their return published “A narrative of their 
visit to the American (Presbyterian) Churches.” On their arrival at 
New York, they attended the opening of a free church, ‘‘where they had 
occasion to witness the use of what is called in America the anxious 
seat.” “The sermon,” observes Dr. Reed, “had shed seriousness over 
the congregation, and had produced tenderness on many; and had they 
been allowed to retire at a suitable hour for reflection in their closets, one 
could not avoid hoping that the effect would have been most happy. 5 
it was, Thad deep regret. When it was felt, indeed, by the people, that 
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the seat was to be used, there was a sensible excitement produced, which 
the novice might commend, but which the judicious would deprecate. 1 
could perceive that a large portion of the people was excited to see how 
others would act in this crisis, and were thus relieved from thinking o 
themselves; while another portion, composed of such as had been affected 
by the discourse, feared that they should be overcome by the alarming 
appeals” (ranting about fire and brimstone, as is customary, instead of 

roclaiming “Christ the hope of glory”) “usual on such occasions, and 
by diverting their attention, stopping their ears, or a swppres:ed shudder- 
ing, told you that they were hardening themselves into resistance as well 
as they could.” ‘ 

One of the Native Princes of India avowed his belief, to one of the 
English Missionaries, that if the principles of the Bible obtained sway, 
gunpowder, cannons, and swords would no longer be required. An ob- 
servation, which it would be well for our military brethren to reflect 
upon. The sword of the spirit and the sword of the flesh are incompa- 
tible. 

The American Missionaries are converting the Sandwich Islanders 
to Presbyterianism; the English, the Marquesas, Gambier Island Group, 
Paumotus, Tahitian and Society Islands to Independency; the Tonga- 
tabu to Methodism; the New Leduaden to Episcopalianism; and the 
South American, the Fiji Islanders to Romanism! So that the Islands 
of the South Pacific are fast becoming an epitome of the sectarian world. 

Lord Stanley presented a petition against the Rev. Dr. Webber, for- 
merly Chaplain to the House of Commons, now a Prebendary of West- 
minster, Dean of Ripon, and Vicar of Kirkham, in Lancashire. This 
parish contains 12,000 inhabitants, from whom he derived 5,000 dollars 
per annum for tithes, with the promise, on his part, that they should not 
be increased. For six years he had but once set his foot in Kirkham, 
and then only for the purpose of augmenting his tithes. It was likewise 
affirmed upon this presentation, that many of the clergy receiving 5,000 
dollars a year for tithes, had had the gross meanness to claim and re- 
ceive sums out of the money voted by Parliament for increasing small 
stipends. One impropriator of tithes, Lord Guilford, received 3,700 dol- 
lars a year, out of which he pays a poor parson 75 dollars per annum 
to do the duty! 

“More human blood has been shed for the sake of the Protestant E. 
Church. A rich and thriving parson, in his magisterial and tithe col- 
lecting capacity, at the head of an armed detachment, marched to the 
town of Keady, and seized a cow and other goods to satisfy his Christian 
wants. There wasa great ctowd of spectators; among whom was a 
man with a gun in his hand. A Sergeant of this Christian Minister’s 
Troop endeavored to wrest it from him. A conflict ensued, shots were 
fired, and one countryman, named James Hughes was killed, another 
was wounded!” 

The Court of King’s Bench in Ireland has upon some technical ob- 
jections, quashed the coroners’ inquisitions, relative to the men murdered 
an the affair of Rathcormac (vol. 1, p. 274!!!) This is a proceeding of 
the sort that maketh the heart of Captain Rock merry within him; here 
is the judicial ermine of the highest tribunal in the country, sheltering 
from inquiry a transaction where the blood was spilled of no fewer than 
eleven or twelve human beings!!! These are a specimen of events trans- 
acting in the bosom of that church which gave birth to American Epis- 
copacy. Here are some of the fruits of the faith of the “Apostoli¢ 
Church of England!” Surely vengeance will overtake her soon! 
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SCOTCH BAPTISTS. 
Richmond, July 23, 1835. 

Drar Brotuer Campsecy,—In the last number of your intellectual 
and valuable journal, I perceive there is a letter from Mr. Wm. Jones of 
London, the burden whereof seems to be an apology for the Scotch Bap- 
tists. In this epistle he introduces me as having made an attack upon 
them; not indeed directly, but inferentially. Your readers can refer to the 
passage, p. 299, July, 1835. Among some of my “unfortunate blunders” 
that of arranging the “New Independents, or Haldanites” under the “(Ge- 
nevese Branch of the Apostacy” seems to bean important one in the estima- 
tion of our worthy friend, judging from the note of astonishment he has 
bestowed upon it. I think he has mistaken the rule by which I was di- 
rected in forming the Table of Descent. I considered all sects, that were 
not modelled afier the New Testament examples of Christian Churches, 
and which had broke off from National Establishments, or the descend- 
ants thereof, as either originally belonging to, or having merged into, the 
family of Antichrist. And if I found in history one such a sect, which 
had subsequently obeyed the Gospel, I rerarded it as I would an indiv+ 
dual converted from the world to the Gospel of Christ—as having washed 
away its sectarianism, and so adopted into the family of God. Now the 
Haldanites in their origin, like the Scotch Bereans also, were sectarian 
and antichristian; but, as I have stated in my extra Apostolic Advocate, 
they subsequently renounced their former state by being immersed into 
Jesus Christ—thus they put off their old man and his practices, and put 
on the new, who is renewed by knowledge. If the Haldanites were 
Christians Before, while out of Christ, why did they put on Christ by 
being baptised into him? 

The “remarkable words” which seem to have had a very pungent ef- 
fect upon Mr. Jones are these, “ait the sects that arose between 1685 and 
1790 can have no pretensions to the character of Christian Churches, for 
during that period, the bodies of the Witnesses lay dead and unburied 
in the street (Platea) of the city, which runs through the nations of dif- 
ferent languages.” I had heard of the Scotch Baptists, which took their 
rise in 1767; and in the face of all I had gleaned concerning them I pen- 
ned the above. Mr. Jones, in the fervor of his apology, has been over 
hasty in his conclusions. The Extra treats of the Apostacy, and if he 
reflects upon this he will discern the reason why the Scotch Baptists have 
never been so much as mentioned throughout the pamphlet. Had I been 
tracing the descent of the Church of Christ from!the Day of Pentecost 
till now the Scotch Baptists would have fallen under my notice as matter 
of course. The Scotch Baptists are of the same family as the English 
and American Baptists. ‘The latter have descended from the ‘‘Anabap- 
tists” though they have now merged into the apostacy. The Scotch Bap- 
tists kept alive the dying embers of apostolicity; but it was not till the 
great French Revolution that the testimony of the Apostolic Churches 
resurrected, or stood upon its own basis to the terror of the enemy. Our 
Churches did not take their rise from the Scotch Baptist; although our 
faith and the things for which we contend may be one and the same. 
Our Churches in England, Ireland, Scotland, and America took their 
origin in the same generation; but in this country alone is the grand 
battle being fought for the restoration of the ancient faith and Apostolic 
institutions. Hence is the magnificent arena upon which the Lamb’s 
wife is preparing herself for the marriage supper; and when she shall have 
made herself read , there will be a voice, like the peal of mighty thun- 
derings, saying, Hallelujah! For the Lord God, the Omnipotent reigns! 
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As for my a so manifest to Mr. Jones in all that I have 
e 


written upon this subject, he must attribute this, in some measure, to m 
not looking at the facts of history, and the prophetic writings through his 
spectacles. It is true I have not written by the light of his “Lectures on 
the Apocalypse,” for they do not appear to me to have illuminated the 

rophetic page of the New Testament sufficiently; but I am “young” and 
t trust, “teachable’—may I return the compliment, and hope that our 
worthy friend is not too old to learn? 

Your insertion of this in your next will oblige your fellow-citizen in 
the hope of glory, 
Joun Tuomas, M. D. 





“SPEAKING TO THE AIR.” 

If I do not know the meaning of a language, I shall be to him who 
speaks, a barbarian, and he who speaks will be a barbarian to me.—Pauu. 

On Sunday, July 19, there was exhibited at the theatre of the “Third , 
Baptist Church,” a Comedy, styled by a sage of ancient times—“Speak- 
ing to the Air.” The dramatis persone provided by the Manager, “the 
Rev.” Mr. Keeling, were a Missionary and a Cherokee. The entertain- 
ment of the evening was ‘‘a sermon” by the former from a fragment of 
Scripture, and a chapter, a song, and a “prayer” in Cherokee by the In- 
dian! In the song, the Missionary and the son of the forest duetted. 
After the exhibition was over, the Shenae presented himself in a speech 
suited to the occasion; and, among many equally wise sayings, observed, 
that “the tone of his So Indian’s) voice evinced much sincerity!!” Some 
one then proposed that a collection should be taken up for the benefit of 
missions, which was accordingly done, and the company dismissed; no 
doubt wonderfully edified and amused at this remarkable exhibition! 

And is it come to this, that the “ministers of the Gospel”(!) and their 
converts have degenerated into a theatrical company, acting comic repre- 
sentations, for the amusement of their flocks, for as much as they choose 
to give! Only think, reader, of an Indian being brought several hundred 
miles to speak to the air! For he that speaks in a language unknown 
to his hearers, Paul, an old fashioned minister of the Gospel, says, is 
speaking to the air. This worthy man has left it on record, that “in the 
congregation he would rather speak five sentenees with his meaning un- 
derstood, that he might instruct others, than ten thousand sentences in a 
foreign language.” Hear the exhortation he gives to these speakers to 
the air—‘“be not children in understanding; but in evil be children, and 
in understanding be full grown men.” But the “Reverend” actors of 
this age possess a secret of which Paul was ignorant. ‘They have found 
out that “the word of God,” which he describes, as “living and powerful” 
is dead and inert; and that it is not the Gospel, which is the power of 
God to every one that believes, but his spirit which is poured out upon 
sinners that convicts, and converts them to God. The mystery is re 
vealed! No wonder they should set up an Indian “novice” to read, pray, 
and sing in a barbarous tongue, unknown to all but the showman him- 
self! An unknown tongue is certainly ‘“‘a dead letter” to all who do not 
understand it, and “orthodoxy” says God’s word is a dead letter, thus 
placing them both on a level. The one, therefore, can have no greater 
teed of converting than the other. Oh no! sinners must be converted 

“suasive influence” from above; who knows then but the Spirit may 
take the Indian’s song, or his dead-lettered-prayer, and apply it to the 
heart of some present for their conversion! As for us, we believe, thas 


the gutturals of the Cherokee are just as likely to convert sinners from 











120 


the error of their ways as the harsh tones of the clergy’s voice, croaking 
forth a la Fife their funeral ditties. 

We have often heard of “high-toned piety,” but it was not till the co- 
micality of the 19th July, that we suspected it to be synonymous with a 
certain lone of voice. Phe Rev. Mr. Keeling judges of a barbarian’s 
sincerity by the “tone of his voice!” It is presumable that he judges of 
all men by the same rule. We always have thought that this “Divine’s” 
was a very different rule from that of Jesus Christ, who says we are to 
judge by actions and not by the tone of the voice; for, says he, By their 
fruits you shall know them. In tones of the voice the moderns “profess 
to know God, but by works or actions they deny him; being abominable 
and disobedient, and to every good work reprobate.” A melancholy, 
fervid, and pious tone an evidence of sincerity! Sound without sense is 
the order of the day. Talk nonsense in a high tone; shout out and cry 
aloud; be it Dutch, Sanscrit, or Cherokee, it is all one—sincerity is evinced, 
and for this you will be accepted!!! Well, notwithstanding the absurdi- 
ties practiced in these Baptist Churches, some who pretend to be Aposto- 
lical will fraternize with them, and even esteem them Churches of Christ! 
This is the farce and the comedy. The very mockery of Scripture, rea- 
son, and common sense! Epiror. 
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